One role that everyone can assume is the role of being prepared for the discussion. You’ll use your notes always for this, but for today, here’s a guide for some things you can have prepared.
Discussion Planner

Prediction

Based on your pictures & thoughts from your notes, predict what you think might happen next in the story.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion Questions

Write down some “juicy” questions that you have or that you think would be interesting to discuss (preferably open-ended, but closed is okay if you need something cleared up)
1._____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Word Wizard
The words a writer chooses are an important ingredient of the author’s craft. Be on the lookout for words that have special meaning, words that are repeated a lot, used in an unusual way, are key to the meaning of the text, or simply words that you’re not understanding.
	Word
	Page & Paragraph
	Sentence from the book including the word
	What I think the word means
	Dictionary Definition

	1.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	


Golden Line Master

Your job is to locate a couple of the most interesting, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the text.

1.
Passage from the book _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  pg.  ________ paragraph _____________

Reason for choosing this passage __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2.
Passage from the book _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  pg.  ________ paragraph _____________

Reason for choosing this passage __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3.
Passage from the book _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  pg.  ________ paragraph _____________Reason for choosing this passage __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Connector

Your job is to find connections between the text and the world outside.  Connections could be to your own life, to other stories you have read, or something that is happening in the world around you.  You will need to tell if your connection is text–to-text (T-T), text-to-self (T-S), text-to-world (T-W), text-to-media (T-M).

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Type of Connection ___________

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Type of Connection ___________

3. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Type of Connection ___________
Summary Specialist
Your job is to write a brief summary of one chapter of reading.  Include only the most important details. For today, write a traffic signal paragraph that lists three of the most important details, trying to cover the entire chapter (so maybe one from the beginning, one from the middle, and one from the end). Be sure you color-code it as you go to be sure you’re writing in the correct order.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Note: Sometimes, as you’re preparing for your discussion, the time it takes to write a traffic signal paragraph may not be there. Another option would be for you to list several main ideas or events that are important to remember from that week’s reading – then you’ll be the master to share those with your group.

Graphic Illustrator

Your job is to draw anything about the story or passage that you liked:


*A character

*An exciting or interesting part


*The setting


*A prediction of what might happen


*A problem


*Something you learned

Use this paper to draw your picture.  Add lots of details and color it if you have time. 

Researcher
Your job is to dig up some background information on any topic related to your book. This would not be a research report, but you are the detective finding information & taking some notes to share with your group.

Options:
· Geography

· Weather

· Culture

· History

· Author’s life or other works

· Time period

· Pictures, objects, or materials that illustrate what’s brought up in the book

· History & derivation of words or names used in the book

· Music that reflects the book or the time

Ways of gathering information:

· Introduction, preface, or “about the author” section of the book

· Library books or magazines

· Online research (this would be an opportunity to talk with your teacher about using your device in class – for this purpose)

Use this paper to document some research you’ve done to help your group be better informed with the novel today. Be sure that you always give credit to your resource!!!

WHAT I FELT WE NEEDED TO LEARN MORE ABOUT FROM OUR BOOK:

_________________________________________________________

INFORMATION FROM MY RESEARCH:

WHERE I FOUND IT: ________________________________________

WHO I GIVE CREDIT TO: _____________________________________

WHEN IT WAS PUBLISHED/COPYRIGHT (so we know if it’s up-to-date information: _______________________________________________

