
 

Source 1 

Link:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunger_Games 

Title:  The Hunger Games – Wikipedia  

Author(s):  multiple authors – collaborative website 

Information gained from this site: Original idea came from channel surfing for Ms. Collins. She saw a reality show (maybe 

Survivor??) and footage from Iraq and got the idea from there. She also used the Greek myth of Theseus – Katniss is like 

Thesus; gladiator games are similar to battle in the arena. Collins also go ideas from her dad’s service in Vietnam War – 

this relates to Katniss losing her dad in the mine explosion.  

 

Source 2 

Link: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theseus 

Title:  Theseus – Wikipedia  

Author(s):  multiple authors – collaborative website 

Another source to check out 



Information gained from this site:  Theseus was the founding father of Athens. He had to battle the Minotaur and had 

many other battles making him a hero. He was an inspiration for Katniss’ character. 

 

Source 3 

Link: http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2012/0323/A-Battle-Royale-online-over-origin-of-The-Hunger-

Games 

Title:  A Battle Royale online over origin of ‘The Hunger Games’ 

Author(s): Arthur Bright 

Information gained from this site: Argues that many people are unhappy that The Hunger Games is a ripoff of a Japanese 
novel, Battle Royale (I must search this!). Says there are many youtube videos documenting the similarities between 
Collins’ novel and the potential original novel. Good quote: “But proponents of "The Hunger Games" being its own work 
have plausible arguments too. They note that "The Hunger Games" is at its heart a science-fiction story set long after a 
global war, whereas "Battle Royale" is more of a near-future, modern-world thriller. They also argue that "Games" is 
about broader revolutionary themes, while "Battle" is focused on simple, visceral survival. And of course, the violent, 
bloody "Battle" is not the young adult novel that "Games" is.” 

Collins says she had not heard of Battle Royale till someone told her about it, so it’s hard to argue she got the storyline 
from it if she’d never heard of it. 



 

Source 4 

Link: http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/culture/2012/04/the-real-hunger-games-battle-royale.html 

Title:  The Real Hunger Games: “Battle Royale” 

Author(s): Joshua Rothman 

Information gained from this site: States that Battle Royale came out in film in 2000, following the success of the novel. 

It’s film release was in anticipation of the future success of The Hunger Games, so it was almost as if the writers & 

directors tried to get to the audience first. I have never heard of it, but knowing The Hunger Games and my love for it, I 

now want to watch it. Great quote: ““Battle Royale” is also about a group of teen-agers murdering each other in 

a gladiatorial contest” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RUBRIC EXPECTATIONS:::::Original or Reinvented Story 

 Evident that research has been put in to determine whether the story is an original 

 Description of what is original about it OR what other stories it came from and why you think that it is a copy 

 Explanation of the purpose of the reinvention 

 Sources are included and given credit to in the speech 

 

Is my story new or is it a remix? 

 Suzanne Collins’ novel, The Hunger Games, is considered by most to be a remix and NOT an original 

story. When I first read it, I thought it was the most amazing story and kept my interest the whole time, so 

much so that I got everyone else around me to read it as well. But upon researching and reading about the 

novel, I quickly learned that many of the ideas have come from elsewhere. Even though Collins says she got 

the idea from channel surfing (she saw some reality television show and footage of the war in Iraq), and from 

her dad’s experience in the Vietnam War, many critics agree that her plot is not original. 

 One piece of evidence to prove it is a remix is the reaping scene from Collins’ novel. Katniss’ sister, 

Prim, is drawn as a tribute, but she volunteers. This archaic concept of sacrificing one or two to control the 

many is also see in the short story, “The Lottery”, by Shirley Jackson. In this story, the people all draw to see 

who will be stoned to death as a sacrifice for the crops that year. Both are incredibly morbid, and Collins’ 

version is a new rendition of Jackson’s story, but even her story concept dates back in history to the ancient 

civilizations who would toss women down steps, or crucify criminals, or kill children. It’s not a new idea in 

Collins’ novel, just a remix of other stories. 

 Another piece of evidence is through the Japanese novel, Battle Royale. Now, Collins’ argues that she 

had never heard of Battle Royale but that is not to say its ideas have not penetrated other media outlets that 

Collins has been exposed to. ““Battle Royale” is also about a group of teen-agers murdering each other in a 

gladiatorial contest” (The New Yorker). It was originally a novel, just like The Hunger Games, that became a 

movie in 2000. According to The New Yorker, the movie came out almost in anticipation of how big of a hit 

The Hunger Games would be, and simply tried to beat them to the punch. 

 One final piece of evidence, in a long list of many that I need to research, is through the reference to 

the “star-crossed lovers” in The Hunger Games. This reference is an allusion to William Shakespeare’s Romeo 

and Juliet in which the two protagonists end up taking their lives due to their families feuding with one 

another. Katniss and Peeta, in the end of the novel, were told that only one could survive the Hunger Games 

competition. When that announcement came, neither wanted to be the one to survive because he/she would 

have to face their community and the loser’s family. Similarly, both Romeo and Juliet could not live their lives 

without each other, and rather than face life alone, they took their own life.  

 Regardless of your own beliefs, the evidence is out there on a drastic level to prove that The Hunger 

Games, although an incredibly awesome story, is simply a remix of many other stories out there in novels, 

stories, film, and music. But just maybe, it will prompt many to look back at those older stories if they enjoyed 

Collins’ story so much.  


